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UK Hospital Medical Staff by Specialty  
England/Scotland/Wales hospital specialists - all grades
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Full time equivalent data 
England: Jan 2020 
Scotland & Wales: Dec 2019;  
NI: data unavailable

Data sources

England: 	� Copyright © 2020; Information from NHS Digital, licenced under the current version of the Open Government Licence; May 2020

Scotland: 	  Copyright © Public Health Scotland, NHS Education for Scotland 2020; May 2020

Wales: 	 StatsWales Hospital Medical and Dental staff  © Crown copyright 2020  https://statswales.wales.gov.uk/
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UK consultants - General Medical Specialties - NB excludes other grades 
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Headcount data; Psychiatrists – Substantive whole time posts

Sources: 

Royal College of Physicians, 2019 (Published Oct 2019) Census of consultant physicians and higher specialty trainees in the UK, 2018-19 https://
www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/outputs/focus-physicians-2018-19-census-uk-consultants-and-higher-specialty-trainees 

The Royal College of Radiologists, March 2019. Clinical Oncology UK Workforce Report 2018 https://www.rcr.ac.uk/publication/clinical-oncology-uk-
workforce-census-2018-report

Royal College of Psychiatrists, 2019. CENSUS 2019 Workforce figures for consultant psychiatrists, specialty doctor psychiatrists and Physician 
Associates in Mental Health https://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/docs/default-source/improving-care/workforce/census-2019-editmar20.pdf?sfvrsn=17d88821_2

England surgical consultants / other grades

Specialty (Surgeons) England  Total England Consultants

Cardiothoracic

General surgery

Neurosurgery

Ophthalmology

Otolaryngology

Paediatric surgery

Plastic surgery

Trauma and orthopaedic

Urology

Vascular

Total

962
7,383

922
2,829
1,883

427
1,273
6,546
2,108

502
24,835

406

2,499

349

1,347

736

186

508

2,561

953

241

9,786

Full time equivalent data

England: Jan 2020

Copyright © 2020; Information from NHS Digital, licenced under the current version of the Open Government Licence; May 2020
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UK General Practitioners 
UK General Practitioners – 2020

Headcount; Excluding GP retainers, GP registrars and locums 

UK GP practice size – 2020

No of practices Number of GPs per practice/ % of practices (not % of GPs)

UK (8,527)
England (6,836)
Scotland (935)
Wales (420)
N. Ireland (336)

1
-

10%
-
-
-

2
-

14%
-
-
-

3
-

13%
-
-
-

4
-

12%
-
-
-

5-9
-

40%
-
-
-

10+
-

11%
-
-
-

Source: �	�Copyright © 2020; Information from NHS Digital, licenced under the current version of the Open Government Licence; Dec 2019 
Copyright © ISD Scotland; GP Workforce and practice list sizes Dec 2019 
Copyright © General Medical Services in Wales; StatsWales; Sep 2018 
Copyright © HSC N Ireland Business Services Organisation, 2017

Average  
practice size

Average no. of 
patients per GP

% 
Female

GPs

UK TOTAL
England
Scotland
Wales
N. Ireland 

41,911
34,240
4,379
1,964
1,328

56.5%
56%
59%
56%
55%

1,391
1,312
1,142
1,627
1,484

7,142
8,922
6,171
7,610
5,864

UK Dispensing Doctors 

GP country of primary medical qualification – 2020

UK 80.1%; EEA 4.1%; Other 15.8% (excludes Registrars and Locums)
Source: 	�Copyright © 2020; Information from NHS Digital, licenced under the current version of the Open Government Licence; Dec 2019

	 Dispensing	 Dispensing 	
	 Doctors	 practices

  	 England (2019)	 6,599	 1,080

	 Scotland (2020)	 315 	 92

	 Wales (2017)	 356	 83

Source: �	� Copyright © General Medical Services in Wales; StatsWales; Sep 2018

Source: �	�

Dispensing doctor’s association 

England: No. dispensing doctors 2017; no. dispensing practices 2019

Scotland: No. dispensing doctors 2017;  no. dispensing practices 2020

UK GP age – 2020

	 GP age	 <30	 30-39	 40-49	 50-59	 60+ 	 GP age	 <30	 30-44	 45-54	 55-64	 65+

  	England 	 1%	 29%	 33%	 28%	 9%

	Scotland 	 5%	 33%	 30%	 27%	 5%

  	 Wales	 1%	 45%	 32%	 19%	 3%

Source: �	�Copyright © 2020; Information from NHS Digital, licenced under the 
current version of the Open Government Licence; Dec 2019 
Copyright © ISD Scotland; GP Workforce and practice list 
sizes Dec 2019

Other NHS staff
 	 England	  Scotland	  Wales	  NI

	 Practice Nurses (FTE) 	 16,276	 1,541	 -	 -
	 Practice Nurses 
	 (Headcount)	 23,406	 2,297	 -	 -
 	 District Nurses (FTE)	 4,325	 3,583	 -	 -
	 Health Visitors (FTE)	 7,852	 2,230	 -	 -
 	 Ambulance staff	 16,765	 -	 2,440	 1,214
 	 Community/  
	 retail pharmacists (FTE) 	 17,691	 1,429	 -	 900
 	 Dentists 	 24,545	 3,700	 1,506	 1,392

Source:	��

National NHS Pharmacy Staffing Establishment and Vacancy Survey 2017

Copyright © 2020; Information from NHS Digital, licenced under the current version of the 
Open Government Licence; May 2020

Copyright © Public Health Scotland, NHS Education for Scotland 2020; May 2020

Copyright © ISD Scotland; Primary Care Workforce Survey 2017

StatsWales NHS Dental workforce; StatsWales Hospital Medical and Dental staff © Crown 
copyright 2020

https://statswales.wales.gov.uk/  
Copyright © HSC N Ireland Business Services Organisation, 2020

Community Pharmacy Workforce Survey Report Sep 2019, Community Pharmacy NI © 
2019
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